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SESSIONS OP THE CONTINENTAL CONGKESS HELD 
IN THE COLLEGE OP PHILADELPHIA IN JULY, 

1778. 

BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

[From the correspondence of Josiah Bartlett, delegate to Congress 
from New Hampshire, the interesting fact is ascertained that the Con- 
gress, on its return to Philadelphia from York, after the British army 
had evacuated the city, was prevented from meeting in the State-House 
owing to the dilapidated condition in which it had been left, and that 
its sessions were held in " the College Hall" until repairs were made. 
Furthermore, the ceremonial reception of the French minister, Monsieur 
Gerard, which was to have been held in the State-House, had to be 
deferred for the same cause.] 

" Philadelphia, July 13* 1778. 
" Dear Sir. 

" The Bemoval of Congress to this City has greatly retarded Business, 
■we have not yet procured proper offices for our several Boards and Com- 
mittees; hope in a few days we shall be better accommodated and 
attend with more alacrity to business. 

"The Congress meets in the College Hall, as the State House was 
left by the enemy in a most filthy & sordid situation, as were many 
of the public and private Buildings in the City. Some of the genteel 
Houses were used for Stables and Holes cut in the Parlor floors & their 
Dung shoveled into the Cellars. The Country Northward of the City 
for several Miles is one common waste. The Houses burnt, the Fruit 
Trees & others cut down & carried off, fences carried away, Gardens 
and Orchards destroyed, Mr. Dickinson & Morris's fine seats all Demol- 
ished. In short, I could hardly find the great Koad that used to pass 
that way. The enemy built a strong abbattee with the Fruit and other 
trees from the Delaware to Schuylkill & at about 40 or 50 Bods Dis- 
tance along the abbattee a Quadrangular Fort for Cannon & a number 
of redoubts for small arms, the same on the several eminences along 
the Schuylkill against the City. 

"Josiah Bartlett. 
" Col. Langdon." 

" Philadelphia, July 20 th 1778. 
•" My Dear Sir— 

" Since I wrote to you last week nothing very material has happened. 
Mons r Gerard has informed Congress that the King his master has left it 
to Congress to Eeceive him as Minister Plenipetentuary or as a simple 
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Besident : that he had two Commissions and would produce that which 
would be most agreeable. That it was expected that our Ministers at 
their Court would be invested with the same Commission we should 
choose to Eeceive Mr. Gerard in. Signifying at the same time that it 
was the wish of the French Court he should be received as Minister 
Plenipetentuary as it would be doing more honor to these States, and 
would be trusted with greater powers which would be a great advantage 
at the distance the two States were from each other, and he likewise 
requested a Publick audience as soon as possible convenient. The Con- 
gress have agreed to receive him as Minister Plen., but the adjusting the 
Ceremonial has taken some time & is not yet agreed upon nor the Day 
appointed. Beside he will be received in the State House which was 
left by the enemy in a most filthy condition & the inside torn much to 
pieces and is now Cleansing & repairing for the purpose. Mons. Gerard 
is appointed Consul General for the United States with power to appoint 
others under him at the several respective Ports. The Conduce [?] of 
the French Court at this time, the several letters of the French King to 
Congress & the behavior of Mons. Gerard seems to indicate a greater 
degree of sincerity in that nation than my Prejudices formerly allowed 
them. 

"JOSIAH BAETLETT. 

" Hon. W* Whipple." 



